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11 THE STATE OF THE REPUBLIC ON ITS 200TH ANN I VERSARY 11 

(Outline for State of the Union Speech) 

(This speech would be delivered in person by the President to the Congress 
in January 1976 as a State of the Union Message. It would preview and be 
followed by two further types of Presidential messages: (1) a series of 
speeches and/or documents each of which would be devoted to a major issue 
raised in the basic speech; i.e., the economy, energy, the preservation of 
American values, etc., and (2), a short popular book over the President 1 s 
signature which would present in the Bicentennial year a comprehensive view 
of the 11enduring truths 11 of the American Political System) 

I. Heritage--The Achievement of America (1776-1976) 

A. Preservation and Expansion of Democracy 

1. Enlargement of the franchise 
2. Extension of civil liberties 
3. Protection of the rights of the individual 

and society 
4. Survival of unity through diversity and dissent 

B. The Bounty of Free Enterprise: Scarcity to Abundance 

1. Growth of economic opportunity 
2. Upward mobility 
3. Unsurpassed quality of life through free markets 

C. Legacy to the World 

1. Industrial example for all nations 
2. American goods and technology as a spur and 

contributions to the economic growth of others 
3. Preservation of liberty in two world wars and 

against the challenge of the ideology of a closed 
society 

I I. Opportunity--the Challenges of America in 1976 

A. Keeping Democracy in Balance; Emphasize that--

1. Responsibilities accompany rights 
2. Too much protection for each is too little 

protection for all 
3. Over-regulation breeds stagnation; over­

intervention halts invention 
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B. Overcoming Stagflation 

1. Reduce expectation of inflation 
2. Promise that Government will promise less 

so that each can share more 
3. Attack unemployment--not with a shotgun, but 

with a rifle (specific answers to specific 
problems) 

4. Provide incentives to open sources of energy, 
rather than foreclose them; (i.e., a price floor 
for fossil fuels) 

C. Leading a Leaderless World 

1. Support our promises, but promise only where 
our assistance will be supported 

2. Aid the developing world by backing the 
developed world 

3. Prepare for nuclear proliferation by reducing 
the incentives that promote it 

I I I. Horizon--The Promise of America (1976-2176) 

A. Fulfilling Democracy 

1. Teach its strengths, not its weaknesses 
2. Emphasize that its equality is one of opportunity, 

not reward 
3. Show that its survival depends on an awareness 

of its precarious balance: the full extention of 
any one of its principles tips the scale against 
all of its others 

B. Promoting Ecomomic Growth 

1. With efficiency, discipline and productivity, 
America can continue to grow 

2. If abundance leads to guilt over growth, poverty 
will follow; but if abundance leads to pride of 
achievement, poverty can be eliminated 

3. Growth means high morale; no-growth ultimately 
means despair 
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C. Leading the World to the Post-Industrial Era--

1. Through development and growth America can lead 
the world through the present transition to an 
unprecedented level of affluence at population 
levels two to three times those of today 

2. Through its technology America can enrich future 
generations by opening new frontiers of knowledge 
about man, his earth and the space beyond 

3. Through its example America can show the peoples 
of the world that in the competition of ideologies 
the choice for political freedom is a choice for 
maximum self-fulfillment and satisfaction 

Herman Kahn 
Leon Martel 
September 15, 1975 
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.... ........_. ___ _:_~---/--/ 11 AMERICA AT 200 11 

(Outline for a short Presidential book) 

(This book issued as a Presidential Document, would expound the intellectual­
ideological underpinnings of the second Ford administration. It would simul­
taneously be: a legacy of political wisdom (more or less in the spirit of 
Washington's Farewell Address), an analysis and defense of our institutions 
{as in the Federalist Papers) and a campaign document for the 1976 election.) 

PREFACE 

CHAPTER I 

CHAPTER II 

CHAPTER Ill 

CHAPTER IV 

CHAPTER V 

CHAPTER VI 

CHAPTER VII 

CHAPTER VII I 

CHAPTER IX 

Counter-reformation concept 

Summary of the Prospects for Mankind Study 

400 year transformation; inflection point, current malaise 

Democracy and Its Problems 

Difficult, not easy; seldom successful 

Responsibilities, obligations, duties of citizens 

Consensus hampered by individualism, self-gratification, 
and adversary democracy 

Current threats to democracy: Pelagianism, educated 
incapacity, local ism, excessive welfare, lack of dis­
cipline, rising entitlements, poverty of affluence, 
inflation, efforts to eliminate business cycle 

Economic Policy (monetary and fiscal policies; 
taxation; income dis tri but ion; i nternat ion a 1 trade) 

Education 

Excessive prolongation of i~fantilism 

Deterioration of U.S. schools 

Need for return to fundamentals 

Law and Order--Crime and Violence 

Welfare and Income Distribution 

Energy and Resource Issues 

Productivity and Efficiency 

The Likely Future 

Herman Kahn 
Ernest E. Schneider 
15 September 1975 
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